
billion endowment is managed to be a difference maker as 

it helps expand the margin of excellence for the University 

today and into the future. Stewardship of the endowment 

aims to ensure consistent growth in WARF’s annual gift 

to the University and the flexibility to provide support 

for major projects that advance the University’s 

competitiveness. With the combination of 

investment management, donor-directed 

contributions and licensing revenues, WARF 

grants to the University total $1.4 billion 

($700 million over the last 15 years). These 

grants have funded more than 57,000 research 

projects, scores of named professorships, 

thousands of graduate fellowships, helped retain top 

faculty and partially or fully paid for the construction of nearly 

every research facility on campus, a total of some 52 projects, 

including the Wisconsin Institutes for Discovery. Recipient 

of the National Medal of Technology, the nation’s highest 

award for technological achievement, WARF 

looks forward to the possibility of investing in 

helping your research make a difference.

Founded in 1925 to manage Professor Harry Steenbock’s 

discovery that irradiation of food increases the Vitamin D 

content of food, WARF is an independent non-profit 

dedicated to investing in research making a difference – 

for the researcher, the University of Wisconsin–Madison, 

commercialization partners and the world. WARF’s 

leadership in technology commercialization has 

resulted in processing over 6,300 discoveries 

from University inventors and over 2,300 

patents on those discoveries, including 

more than 1,600 licensing agreements 

with companies all over the world. These 

agreements have led to products that diagnose 

disease, cure disease or improve the quality of life for 

patients; increase food production and safety; create research 

tools that advanced science; improve communication 

and computing, provide jobs and increase the number 

and quality of start-up companies emerging from the 

University. With leadership in technology 

commercialization comes leadership in 

endowment management. WARF’s $2.5 

Investing 
in research,
making a 
difference

The Wisconsin Alumni Research Foundation, WARF, is your proven leader 
in technology commercialization and endowment management with many 
resources to invest in your discoveries and success.


